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MAGELLAN METALS — LEAD CARBONATE TRANSPORTATION 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.05 pm]: The transport and export of the 
lead carbonate by Magellan Metals is a matter of significant public interest and one on which I believe the house 
should be fully informed.  
On 27 July, I announced the recommencement of transportation of lead carbonate concentrate through Fremantle 
port for up to five years subject to a series of stringent conditions. As members will recall, Magellan Metals’ 
Wiluna lead carbonate mine has been in care and maintenance since April 2011, which has provided an 
opportunity for the company and the government to carefully consider the conditions under which the company 
could operate. The suspension of operations followed a series of incidents that undermined community 
confidence in the transport of the product. Detailed investigations by regulatory authorities revealed that 
although there were detections of lead, they were from naturally occurring lead levels in the environment or 
related to historic lead-handling operations. There was no evidence to suggest that lead concentrate had escaped 
from the double-lined bags within the locked shipping containers that were transported through Fremantle port. 
In October 2011 the Environmental Protection Authority provided me with its report and its recommendations on 
what it believed were stringent and appropriate conditions under which the company could operate. I carefully 
considered that report as well as the advice of other decision-making ministers and authorities before finalising a 
set of conditions that are more robust, enforceable and achievable.  

Magellan Metals must continue to undertake comprehensive sampling and testing for lead carbonate concentrate 
in soil, water and air along the transport route from Wiluna to Fremantle. It must subject itself to increased 
independent third party scrutiny of its operations, including compliance and assurance audits of its 
environmental management program as well as detailed evaluation of the sampling and analysis methods for all 
monitoring. The company must ensure that the lead carbonate is packed in double-laminated waterproof and 
sieve-proof bags that are then sealed to prevent any lead carbonate being released. The moisture content of the 
lead carbonate must be at least 7.5 per cent to limit dust generation. Magellan Metals must pack sealed bags in 
locked shipping containers. The containers must be stored in a secure manner and only top-lifted to prevent 
damage. The company must engage an independent inspector at the Wiluna mine site to inspect all bags and 
shipping containers and make those reports available to the Office of the EPA and the Fremantle Ports’ 
community liaison group.  
Fremantle is the only viable export point because neither Geraldton nor Esperance can handle shipping 
containers packed and loaded in this way. Magellan Metals is on notice that it must meet strict conditions to 
rebuild the confidence and trust of the community. The government will continue to put the health of the 
community and the protection of the environment above all else and makes no apology for the very onerous and 
strict set of operating conditions it has put on the company.  
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